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The lifespan classifications in Which Plant Where are an estimate of average Useful
Life Expectancy (ULE) of tree species for trees in managed landscapes. ULE is the
expected number of years a tree can be keptin its current location before its amenity
value declines, potentially becoming a safety hazard or no longer serving its intended
purpose in the landscape.

ULE can be contrasted to Life Expectancy (LE) which refers to the maximum lifespans
of species in natural settings and in ideal habitats (soil and climate) and may be
significantly longer than in urban settings, where trees are likely to experience more
frequent root zone disturbance (Muscas et al, 2024). Note that the classes used in
Which Plant Where (<10 years, 10-50 years and >50 years) are deliberately broad.

This is because individual trees will vary significantly in their performance and survival
depending on their general health and exposure to pests and pathogens, combined
with site conditions such as soil qualities, water availability, micro and macro climate
and the space available for them to grow (Penn State extension, 2023; Perez-
Harguindeguy & Ray, 2022).
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https://www.whichplantwhere.com.au/plant/backhousia-citriodora
https://www.whichplantwhere.com.au/plant/backhousia-citriodora
https://www.whichplantwhere.com.au/plant/corymbia-maculata
https://www.whichplantwhere.com.au/plant/corymbia-maculata
https://www.whichplantwhere.com.au/plant/acacia-falcata

WHY SHOULD WE CARE ABOUT
THE LIFESPAN OF TREES

Considering the expected lifespan of
trees helps us to make more informed
planting choices for gardens,
streetscapes, and public spaces,
particularly for long-term planning
scenarios. Trees (as opposed to smaller
growth forms such as shrubs, herbs and
grasses) notonly represent a larger
monetary investmentbut also are a
long-term asset. They can provide
benefits such as cooling, reduced
stormwater runoff and erosion,
improved soils and habitat provision,
over a few to hundreds of years
depending on the species and site
conditions. In Which Plant Where, we
provide the tools to inform selection of
tree species that are “climate ready” for
locations across Australia as the climate
changes over the coming decades.
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